Antibodies anti-HTLV III and lymphocyte subsets of high risk subjects.
208 assay for the research into anti-HTLV III antibodies and lymphocytes subsets were carried out on the same number of patients at risk. 11 homosexual man, 143 intravenous drug users (i.d.u.) and 3 children of drug addicts from hospitals in the Marche and Abruzzo and 51 haemophiliacs from hospital in Florence were examined. 3 determination of anti-HTLV III antibodies were taken from each subject using 3 different commercial Kits. The results concur with and confirm similar epidemiological studies that have been done. The haemophiliac group had the highest positive percentage (39.2%), then came i.d.u. (11.9%) and the homosexuals (10.0%). Furthermore, of the 38 positive totals, there were 22 with only one kit, 18 with two, and 15 with all three. The evaluation of the lymphocyte subsets did not strictly correlate with the presence of the antiretrovirus antibodies.